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BILL, 

INTITULED, 

AN ACT for extending to Ireland the Provisions not already 
in force there of an Act of the Third and Fourth Years 
of the Reign of the lute KingWiLLiAM the Fourth, intituled, 
“ An Act for the Limitation of Actions and Suits relating 
to Real Property, and for simplifying the Remedies for trying 
tlie Rights thereto,'^ and to explain and amend the said Act. 



an Act was passed in the Session of Parliament 
held in the third and fourth years of the reign of his late 
Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “An Act for the 
Limitation of Actions and Suits relating to Real Property, and for 
5 simplifying the Remedies for trying the Rights thereto,” and thereby 
it was (after and amongst other things) enacted, that after the 
Thirty-first day of December One thousand eight hundred and Thirty- 
three, no person should bring any Quare impedit or other action, or 
any suit to enforce a right to present to or bestow any church, vicar- 
lo age, or other ecclesiastical benefice as the Patron thereof, after the 
expiration of such period as thereinafter is mentioned; (that is to say) 
the period during which three Clerks in succession should have held 
the same, all of whom should have obtained possession thereof 
advereely to the right of presentation or gift of such person, or of 
15 some person through whom he claims, if the times of such incum- 
bencies taken together should amount to the full period of Sixty 
Years ; and if the times of such incumbencies should not together 
amount to the full period of Sixty Years, then after the expiration of 
such further time as with the times of such incumbencies would make 
20 up the full period of Sixty Years : Provided always, and it was 
thereby further enacted, that when on the avoidance after a Clerk 
should have obtained possession of an ecclesiastical benefice adversely 
to the right of presentation or gift of the Patron thereof, a Clerk 
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should be presented or collated thereto by his Majesty or the Ordinary 
by reason of a lapse, such last-mentioned Clerk should be deemed 
to have obtained possession adversely to the right of presentation or 
gift of such Patron as aforesaid ; but that when a Clerk should have 
been presented by his Majesty upon the avoidance of a benefice in 5 
consequence of the incumbent thereof having been made a Bishop, 
the incumbency of such Clerk should, for the purposes of that Act, 
he deemed a continuation of the incumbency of the Clerk so made 
Bishop; and by the said Act it was further enacted, that in the con- 
struction thereof every person claiming a right to present to or bestow 1 0 
any ecclesiastical benefice as Patron thereof, by virtue of any estate, 
interest or right which the owner of an estate tail in the advowson 
might have barred, should be deemed to be a person claiming through 
the person entitled to such estate tail, and the right to bring any 
Quare impedit, action or suit should be limited accordingly : Pro- 15 
vided always, and it was thereby further enacted, that after the said 
Thirty-first day of December One thousand eight hundred and 
Tliirty-three no person should bring any Quare impedit or other 
action, or any suit to enforce a right to present to or bestow any 
ecclesiastical benefice as the Patron thereof, after the expiration of 20 
One hundred Years from the time at which a Clerk should have 
obtained possession of such benefice adversely to the right of pre- 
sentation or gift of such person, or of some person through whom 
he claims, or of some person entitled to some preceding estate or 
interest, or undivided share, or alternate right of presentation or 25 
gift, held or derived under the same title, unless a Clerk should 
subsequently have obtained possession of such benefice on the pre- 
sentation or gift of the person so claiming, or of some person 
through whom he claims, or of some other person entitled in respect 
of an estate, share or right held or derived under the same 30 
title; and by the said Act it was further enacted, that at the deter- 
mination of the period limited by that Act to any person for bringing 
any writ of Quare impedit, or other action or suit, the right and title 
of such person to the advowson, for tho recovery w hereof such action 
or suit might have been brought within such period, should be 35 
extinguished : Provided always, and it was thereby further enacted 
that that Act should not, so far as it related to any right to present 
to or bestow any church, vicarage, or other ecclesiastical benefice, 
extend to Ireland : And whereas tiie hereinbefore in part recited 
Act, save in so far as it relates to any such right as last aforesaid, 40 
is already in force in Ireland, and it is expedient to extend to Ireland 
the whole of the provisions of that Act ; tt t&eccfow CnacttO, by 
The queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice 
and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tempordi, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 

same, 
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same THAT after the First da}^ of January One thousand eiglit Provisions of 
hundred and Forty-four the several clauses and enactments in the Irtrelatmg 
said Act passed in the Session of Parliament held in the third and 
fourth years of the reign of his late Majesty King William the to Ireland. 

5 Fourth contained, and hereinbefore recited, relating to any right 
to present to or bestow any church, vicarage, or other ecclesiastical 
benefice (the clause tliereof providing that the said Act, so far as it 
relates to any such right, shall not extend to Ireland always excepted), 
shall extend and apply to Ireland, and that as fully and effectually 
10 as if the same clauses and enactments were here repeated, sub- 
stituting for the said date of the Thirty-first day of December 
One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-three the said date of the 
First day of January One thousand eight hundred and Forty-four. 

2 . 

and whereas it was by the said recited Act enacted, that the 
J5 words and expressions therein mentioned, which in their ordinary 

signification have a more confined or a different meaning, should in terpreted. 
that Act, except where the nature of the provision or the context 
of the Act should exclude such construction, be interpreted as therein 
follows; (that is to say) that the person through whom another 
20 person is said to claim should mean any person by, through or under, 
or by the Act of whom the person so claiming became entitled to the 
estate or interest claimed, as heir, issue in tail, tenant by the curtesy 
of England, tenant in dower, successor special or general, occupant, 
executor, administrator, legatee, husband, assignee, appointee, devisee, 
or otherwise, and also any person who was entitled to an estate or 
interest to which the person so claiming, or some person through 
whom he claims, became entitled as lord by escheat ; and that the 
word “ person” should extend to a body politic, corporate or 
collegiate, and to a class of creditors or other persons, as well as an 
30 individual ; and that every word importing the singular number only 
should extend and be applied to several persons or things as well as 
one person or thing j and that every word importing the masculine 
gender only should extend and be applied to a female as well as a 
male ; BE it therefore further Enacted, That the same words and 
35 expressions shall in this Act be similarly interpreted, extended and 
applied. 

, 

AND whereas doubts have been entertained whether the several 
neriods bv the said Act limited for bringing any Quare impedit or periods 
other action, or any suit to enforce a right to present to or bestow brir^ing any 
40 any ecclesiastical benefice as the Patron thereof, apply to the case of 
a Bishop claiming to have right to collate to or bestow any ccclesi- 
astical benefice in his diocese; and it is expedient that all such doubts 
should be removed ; BE it therefore Enacted, That the several periods 
420. A 2 limited 
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limited by the said Act or by this Act for bringing any Quare impedit 
or other action, or any suit to enforce a right to present to or bestow 
any ecclesiastical benefice, shall apply to the case of any Bishop 
claiming a right as Patron to collate to or bestow any ecclesiastical 
benefice, and that such right shall be extinguished in the same 5 
manner and at the same periods as the right of any other Patron to 
present to or bestow any ecclesiastical benefice : Provided always, 
Th,rt nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect the right of 
any Bishop to collate to any ecclesiastical benefice by reason of 
lapse. 

^ 10 

4 - 

‘’y “ Act passed in the Irish Parliament in the 
SeSc IxsW in *e seventeenth and eighteenth years of the reign 

Patron? “f King Chahies the Second, intituled, “An Act for the explaining 
heroito'eon- Some Doubts arising upon an Act, intituled, ‘An Act for the better 
fs'cir.z.d.) “f Majesty’s gracious Declaration for the Settlement 

of his Kingdom of Ireland, and Satisfaction of the several Interests 
of Adventurers, Soldiers, and other his Subjects there;’ and for 
making some Alterations of and Additions unto the said Act for the 
more speedy and efectual Settlement of the said Kingdom,” it was 
enacted, that certain advowsons and rights or patronage, and the 20 
rights of nomination, presentation or collation to or donation of 
certain ecclesiastical benefices or promotions, which had been forfeited 
by certain Irish Papists or Popish Recusants, should vest, remain 
and continue in his Majesty, his tieirs and successors, until such 
Irish Papist or Popish Uecusant, or the right heir of such Papist or 25 
Recusant, should come to church, and receive the Sacrament 
according to the rites of the Church of England, and from and after 
such conformity should be again re-vested in the person so conforming 
2 Anne, C. 6. and his heirs : And whereas by an Act passed In the second year 

of the reign of her Majesty Queen Anne, intituled, “ An Act to 30 
prevent the further Growth of Popery,” it was enacted, that where 
any Papists, or persons professing the Popish religion, did or should 
claim, enjoy or possess any advowson or advowsons of churches, 
right of patronage or presentation to any ecclesiastical benefice, or 
where any Protestant or Protestants did or should hold, claim, enjoy 0, 
or possess any advowson or advowsons of churches, or riaht of 
patronage or presentation to any ecclesiastical benefice or bene- 
fices, in trust or for the use and benefit of any Papist or Papists 
whatsoever, that every such advowson and right of patronage 
or presentation should be thereby ijiso facto vested in her 
Majesty, her heirs and successors, according to such estates 
as such Papist had in the same, until such time as such Papist 
or the heir or heirs of such Papist, should lake a certain oath 
and subscribe a certain declaration and abjuration prescribed by and 

set 
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set forth in the said Act, and should conform to the Church of Ireland 
as by law established, BE it Enacted, That no possession under any 
presentation by the Crown, or collation by the Ordinary, which may 
have taken place by reason of the said Act of the eighteenth year of 
^ the reign of his Majesty King Charles the Second, or of the said Act 
of the second year of the reign of her Majesty Queen Anne, during 
the nonconformity of any such Patron professing the Roman Catholic 
religion, shall be deemed an adverse possession within the meaning 
of this Act, against the right of any such Patron or his heirs, or any 
10 person claiming by, through or under him or them; provided, that in 
all cases in which any Patron shall have conformed to the said 
United Church within Sixty Years before the passing of this Act, or 
shall hereafter conform thereto, such Patron, or any person claiming 
bv, through or under him, shall not be barred from bringing any such 
I r Quare iropedit, or other action or suit, for the purpose in the said 
first herein-recited Act mentioned, before the expiration of Sixty 
Years, to commence and be computed from the day on which such 
Patron shall have so conformed as aforesaid. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, Ttiat this Act shall not be Act^notto 
20 prejudicial or available to or for any Plaintiff or Defendant in any Suits com- 
action or suit already commenced, or on or before the said first day 
of January One thousand eight hundred and Forty-four, to be com- 
menced, relating to any right to present to or bestow any church, 
vicarage, or other ecclesiastical benefice in Ireland. 
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